
Agenda Item 5 

Page 1 of 10 
 

 

Sefton Public Engagement and Consultation Panel 
 
Date: 15th March 2019 
 
Title: Proposal to undertake Public Engagement and Consultation Activity – 

Crosby Coastal Park Masterplan / Vision 
Report of:  Rachel Northover, Green Sefton - Team Leader – Community & 

Resource 
 

 
1. Purpose of the Report 

 
1.1. To receive information with regard to the consultation plans being developed 

with regard to the Crosby Coastal Park Masterplan / Vision 
 
2. Background 
 

2.1. The main purpose of the Public Engagement and Consultation Panel is to 
coordinate and ensure the quality of public engagement and consultation, in 
accordance with the standards for engagement and consultation. 

 
3. Crosby Coastal Park Masterplan / Vision 

 
3.1. At the meeting held on 26th November 2018 a report was brought to this 

panel on Crosby Coastal Park Defences. It flagged the need to co-ordinate 
these proposals with the Supplementary Planning Document for the park and 
other proposals in the Park. 

 
3.2. As a result of discussions around this it has been agreed to bring together in a 

'single consultation', a number of initiatives for Crosby Coastal Park, to allow 
local residents to easily make the connections between these initiatives and to 
avoid 'consultation fatigue'. 
 

3.3. It is envisaged that this 'single consultation' take place in early summer 2019 
and would cover the following initiatives:  
 

o Draft Crosby Coastal Park Masterplan - land-use planning and 
development         

o Vision for Crosby Coastal Park - Green Sefton's stewardship of the 
park 

o 'Pre-application' consultation on Coastal Defence scheme 
 
It could also signpost to any other opportunities or initiatives which may arise 
as part of Council activities, which may have an impact on Crosby Coastal 
Park, before or during the consultation period. 

 
3.4. A narrative is being prepared for the vision that builds on the aspirations set 

out in Sefton2030 and on comments received as part of the consultation on 
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the Sefton Coast Plan. It reflects the approach of acknowledging what has 
been said and then showing that we have listened.  

 
3.5. The Crosby Coastal Park Masterplan is a formal Supplementary Planning 

Document (SPD), hereafter referred to as the draft Masterplan. SPDs provide 
more detailed guidance about policies in the Local Plan (2017) and can be 
'material considerations' in the decision-making process on planning 
applications. The need for such an SPD was agreed by the Council in 2017, 
and the draft Crosby Coastal Park Masterplan is currently being prepared. 

 
3.6. The draft Masterplan will provide a strategic framework for development in, 

and Green Sefton's stewardship of, Crosby Coastal Park.  It identifies overall 
development principles and a number of areas within the park. Each area 
would have a different focus. A narrative has been prepared which 
summarises the various aspirations, opportunities and constraints associated 
with these areas. 

 
3.7. It also aims to demonstrate to key partners that the Council remains 

committed to managing recreation pressure on the Sefton Coast in a way 
which fulfils its legal duties under the Habitats Regulations to protect the 
internationally important nature sites on the Sefton Coast.  As an SPD, the 
Masterplan itself requires screening or other assessments in terms of both 
the Habitats Regulations and the Strategic Environmental Regulations (HRA 
and SEA).   

 
3.8. Some projects, such as the coastal defences near Hall Road West, are 

already being progressed through the pre-planning process. This consultation 
and engagement activity will aim to work to similar timescales picking up on 
these projects within the vision for the park and providing opportunities for 
residents, visitors, user groups and partners to make comment and help to 
reduce speculation.  

  
4. The Consultation 
 

4.1. A powerpoint presentation is being prepared, which will also be developed 
into a narrated video version as the main medium for providing the 
information on the vision. This will be supported by simple feedback forms 
(hard copy and digital) for people and organisations to make their views 
known. This will be promoted through (see attached communications plan): 

• Website  

• Social Media Local Press 

• Drop-in sessions / Roadshow  

• Presentations to local interest groups 

• Guided walks, onsite display, information by site staff 

 

4.2. The Public Consultation and Engagement Panel has already agreed the 
minimum consultation processes for SPDs (February 2018).  The points 
above are, in the main, additional to the consultation processes required for 
all draft SPDs, which will also need to be followed.  
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5. Legal Department Comments 
 

5.1 Sefton’s Legal Department has considered the consultation plans contained in 
this report and has no comments to make. 

 
6. Recommendations 
 

The Public Engagement and Consultation Panel is recommended to: 
 

a) Appraise the public engagement and consultation plan for the 
Crosby Coastal Park Masterplan / Vision 

 
b) Request that the officers return to the Panel to provide details of 

their feedback and evaluation resulting from the above consultation. 
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INSTRUCTIONS FOR USE 
 
Each box contains a form field for you to type in text or select an option by clicking it with your mouse.  
Some of the boxes show information to help you complete the field when you place the cursor on the “click 
here …” field. 
When you have completed the form, save it as a Word document. 

 

Project Title: Crosby Coastal Park Masterplan Consultation 

Is your project linked to: (please choose from the drop-down below) 

A new service - please attach a new Equalitiess Impact Assessment 

Lead officer: Rachel Northover Contact no  0151 934 2962 

Designation Team Leader – 
Green Sefton 
Community & 
Resources 

E-mail Rachel.northover@sefton.gov.uk 

How does your consultation relate to the Council’s Core Purpose (please tick) 

✓ Protect the most vulnerable 

✓ Facilitate confident and resilient communities 

✓ Commission, broker and provide core services 

✓ Place – Leadership and Influencer 

✓ Drivers of change and reform 

✓ Facilitate sustainable economic prosperity 

✓ Greater income for social investment 

✓ Cleaner, Greener 

Which of the Health and Wellbeing Board’s Priorities does your Consultation relate to 
(please tick) 

✓ 
Ensure all children have a positive start in life 

✓ Support people early to prevent and treat avoidable illnesses and reduce 
inequalities in health 

✓ Support older people and those with long term conditions and disabilities to remain 
independent and in their own homes 

✓ Promote positive mental health and wellbeing 

Public Engagement & Consultation Panel 

PROJECT PROPOSAL  
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✓ 
Seek to address the wider social, environmental and economic issues that 
contribute to poor health and wellbeing 

✓ Build capacity and resilience to empower and strengthen communities 

Does this consultation relate to an item on the Forward Plan?  If so which one? 

Crosby Coastal Defence scheme 

(Supplementary Planning Document (SPD) to be added shortly) 

Other partners involved (please state if internal or external to the Council) 

External to the Council: Environment Agency, United Utilities, Natural England, Historic 
England, Sefton Coast Landscape Partnership. 

Internal to the Council: Planning, Highways, Merseyside Environmental Advisory Service 

(Planned) start 
date 

(Planned) end 
date: 

What is the allocated budget? 

13/05/19 04/08/19 Minimum £1,000 tbc 

(above timings subject to change, funding TBC - mainly production of materials associated 
with consultation only (staff time to be met by revenue budgets) 

Background/Rationale 

The purpose of the consultation is to bring together in a 'single consultation', a number of 
initiatives for Crosby Coastal Park, to allow local residents to easily make the connections 
between these initiatives and to avoid 'consultation fatigue'.   
 
It is envisaged that this 'single consultation' take place in early summer 2019 and would 
cover the following initiatives: 

• Draft Crosby Coastal Park Masterplan - land-use planning and development         

• Vision for Crosby Coastal Park - Green Sefton's stewardship of the park 

• 'Pre-application' consultation on Coastal Defence scheme 
 

It could also signpost to any other opportunities or initiatives which may arise as part of 
Council activities, which may have an impact on Crosby Coastal Park, before or during the 
consultation period.  
   
The Crosby Coastal Park Masterplan is a formal Supplementary Planning Document (SPD), 
hereafter referred to as the draft Masterplan. SPDs provide more detailed guidance about 
policies in the Local Plan (2017) and can be 'material considerations' in the decision-making 
process on planning applications. The need for such an SPD was agreed by the Council in 
2017, and the draft Crosby Coastal Park Masterplan is currently being prepared. 
 
The content of the draft Masterplan takes account of the feedback received during the 
consultation on the Coast Plan, Sefton 2030 and the 'scope' of the SPD, and on the land-use 
and development framework set out in the Sefton Local Plan (2017).  The draft Masterplan 
will provide a strategic framework for development in, and Green Sefton's stewardship of, 
Crosby Coastal Park.  It identifies overall development principles and a number of areas 
within the park. Each area would have a different focus. A narrative has been prepared which 
summarises the various aspirations, opportunities and constraints associated with these 
areas. 



Page 6 of 10 
 

 
The draft Masterplan aims to provide a holistic view of the many demands placed upon this 
narrow, well-used stretch of coastline, balancing the needs of people and place. It aims to 
make clear to residents what might be happening within the park, to reduce speculation and 
present a balanced, achievable and sustainable way forward. 
 
It also aims to demonstrate to key partners that the Council remains committed to managing 
recreation pressure on the Sefton Coast is a way which fulfils its legal duties under the 
Habitats Regulations to protect the internationally important nature sites on the Sefton Coast.  
As an SPD, the Masterplan itself requires screening or other assessments in terms of both 
the Habitats Regulations and the Strategic Environmental Regulations (HRA and SEA).   
 
The Vision for Crosby Coastal Park reflects Green Sefton's on-going stewardship and 
management of the Park, and their co-ordination with planning, car parking, coastal defence, 
regeneration and other Council services and officers.       
 
Some projects, such as the coastal defences near Hall Road West, are already being 
progressed through the pre-planning process. This consultation and engagement activity will 
aim to work to similar timescales picking up on these projects within the vision for the park 
and providing opportunities for residents, visitors, user groups and partners to make 
comment.  
 

Aims & Objectives 

The Council needs to understand the views of residents, visitors, user groups and partners 
concerning the proposed Masterplan for Crosby Coastal Park so that current and future 
proposals and activities can be assessed in line with an agreed vision. 

 
Consultation and engagement will raise awareness of the draft Masterplan and the role of the 
approved Masterplan, the vision for Crosby Coastal Park and Green Sefton’s continued 
stewardship of this, and of specific projects within Crosby Coastal Park . It will form the 
mechanism for agreeing the vision for the park to meet the aspirations of residents and 
visitors as identified through the previous Sefton 2030 and Coast Plan consultations and 
through the Local Plan. 
 
We want to explore opportunities to protect, improve and develop this area and what it can 
offer, in a way that will conserve our precious habitats and the species they support, whilst 
encouraging sustainable ideas that will increase wellbeing and economic opportunities. 
 
We hope to avoid 'consultation fatigue' and provide clarity on what might happen in the Park. 
However, we recognise that each project requiring planning permission is likely to require a 
further specific notification where people can provide comments as part of the planning 
process.  
 
An example of another potential initiative which the 'single consultation' could signpost could 
be the potential for cycle route improvements on Great Georges Road to link into Crosby 
Coastal Park  and contribute implementing both the draft Masterplan and the vision for the 
park. It is likely however that such initiatives would be subject to separate reports to Public 
Consultation and Engagement Panel, or followed their already agreed approaches to such 
consultations.    
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Target Audience 

- Local Community – residents, site users, local naturalists, schools, young people and 
older people, community groups, Friends of Groups etc, Hightown Parish Council, 
Church Ward forum etc 
 

- Visitors 
 

- Local Businesses – within and near to the Park, for example Peel Ports and Parkwood 
Leisure Ltd, Town Centre / Coastal Communities Teams 
 

- Specific Interest Groups and Non Government Organisations – Lancashire Wildlife 
Trust, Natural England, access fora, Environment Agency, Historic England, Sefton 
Coast Landscape Partnership, emergency services including RNLI and coastguard, 
Antony Gormley Foundation 

(NB: There is a possibility that the statutory requirements for the draft SPD/Masterplan to 
have both a Habitats Regulations Assessment (HRA) and Strategic Environmental 
Assessment (SEA) may result in a delay to the consultation timescales:  If any of the 
statutory consultees for HRA and SEA require substantive changes to the draft document, it 
is usual practice that these should be made before the draft Masterplan is approved for 
consultation purposes).  

Methodology (Please also include any details of any accessible methods) 

A powerpoint presentation is being prepared, which will also be developed into a narrated 
video version as the main information providing medium. This will be supported by simple 
feedback forms (hard copy and digital) for people and organisations to make their views 
known. This will be promoted through: 

1. Website – promote on the Council’s website and provide a link to the presentation 
2. Social Media – promote associated events and the above link 
3. Local Press – John Dempsey’s weekly article in Visiter, Chris Tynan’s feature on 

Radio Merseyside - copied to Champion etc and including times of events etc.  
4. Drop-in sessions / Roadshow – at specific locations and at different times. Also at 

other planned events such as beach cleans etc. 
5. Presentations to local interest groups; Friends of groups, In Bloom groups, Church 

Ward Forum, Sefton Coast Landscape Partnership, Access Forum, Hightown Parish 
Council etc. 

6. Guided walks, onsite display, information by site staff 
The Public Consultation and Engagement Panel has already agreed the minimum 
consultation processes for SPDs (February 2018).  The points above are, in the main, 
additional to the consultation processes required for all draft SPDs, which will also need to be 
followed. The SPD process basically includes formally notifying statutory and other bodies 
about the proposed document, providing a set period of time within which to response – the 
above proposed approach will go above and beyond this formal process 

A pre/ soft consultation process will be undertaken with statutory bodies and key 
stekeholders (such as Natural England) during march/ April in order to inform the 
consultation material and process. Any changes made during this process will be reported 
back to the Panel in May 2019 

Communications Plan (If Council, please also contact Corporate Communications) 

Key Message Audience Method 
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• The overall Masterplan 
and The Vision 

Local community and 
visitors, ward councillors: 

Local residents, local 
businesses, young people, 
groups representing people 
with disabilities / additional 
needs, Friends of Groups, 
schools, site users, specific 
interest groups, NGOs  

• Powerpoint / video 
presentations 

• Roadshow / drop-in 
sessions 

• On site activities – 
guided walks, roadshow 

• Social media 

Initiatives/ projects of the 
Masterplan that are / may be 
happening  

• Coastal defences 

• Improving facilities, 
transport links and routes 

• Looking after ‘Another 
Place’ (the Antony 
Gormley statues) 

• Conserving the flora and 
fauna  

Local community and 
visitors: 

Local residents, local 
businesses, young people, 
groups representing people 
with disabilities / additional 
needs, Friends of Groups, 
schools, site users, specific 
interest groups, NGOs 

• Powerpoint / video 
presentations 

• Roadshow / drop-in 
sessions 

• On site activities – 
guided walks, roadshow 

• Social media 
 

  

Potential barriers to involvement and action to overcome barriers 

Access to drop in sessions – choose suitable locations and a variety of times  

Media – provide alternative media available as required eg for visually impaired people, 
those that don’t speak English as first language etc 

Resources - link to other associated consultations/ events to be more cost effective 

How will you protect the confidentiality of participants?  

No personal information will be revealed and any contacts will be held securely in line with 
GDPR requirements. 

How and when do you intend to report or publish the findings? 

There is a standard approach for summarising and publicising comments made in writing or 
by email on draft SPDs such as the draft Crosby Coastal Park Masterplan (on the SPD web-
pages).This standard approach will be followed for the draft Masterplan. 

More generally, for other comments made as part of the ‘single consultation’, findings will be 
published on Sefton Council’s website and promoted through social media.  Individuals who 
participated will be asked if they wish to receive feedback and information will be sent 
accordingly.  

The consultation report will be included in any future planning applications for the park along 
with an explanation of what actions we have taken in response to comments and suggestions 
received.  
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Level and type of patient/public engagement (place a tick in all that apply) 

Tick Level Description 

✓ 
Informing 

Giving people information about something (a limited opportunity for 
them to be involved) 

✓ 
Consulting 

Getting people’s views to help you develop/change your 
services/plans 

✓ Deciding 
together 

Making decisions using patients’ and public’s views 

✓ Acting 
together 

Local people will be involved in making decisions and reviewing your 
plans/services 

✓ Supporting 
local 
initiatives 

Local people will have the opportunity to lead, develop and deliver 
activities independently 

Does your project include: 

 Yes/No If No please explain 

Questionnaire 
 

No We are seeking views on a general vision, a 
questionnaire may not be the best way to gain these 
views. 

Other materials  
(i.e. promotional 
materials) 

Yes  

A stakeholder map 
(a tool to help you identify 
your target audience – 
included in toolkit) 

Yes  

Reference to existing data 
or information that has 
already been completed  
(i.e. recent consultation/ 
research where results 
can be used to inform 
your consultation) 

yes . 

Any other information you would like to provide? 

This will be coordinated with the consultation and engagement proposed for the coastal 
defences and possibly other projects within Crosby Coastal Park that are in the pipeline / 
similar time frame. 

 

If you require further information please contact Jayne Vincent on 0151 934 3733 



Page 10 of 10 
 

 
 
Signature of Project Lead: Rachel Northover Date: 5.3.19 
 
Manager Approval: Mark Shaw Date: 5.3.19 
 
 

 
Please return this form electronically to:- 
 
Jayne.vincent@sefton.gov.uk  
 
 
 

mailto:Jayne.vincent@sefton.gov.uk

